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France-America Society
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Commander.

MARNE ORDER RECALLED

Foch Despatch, Says Toastmaster,Ranks With World
A

Famous Messages.

Marshal Foch was the guest of the
France-America Society last night at
the Waldorf. There were other featureson his' day's programme, the
fulfilment of which might have taxed
younger men, but the distinguished
Frenchman was on hand, smiling as

usual, when Dr. Nicholas Murray Butler,president of the society, called
upon him.
Although among the more recent

functions to be arranged in honor of
Marshal Foch the dinner of the

lost nothing by comparison in point
of the warmth and sincerity with
which the guest of honor was welcomedo.n<l acclaimed.

Dr. Butler in a stirring speech reviewingthe glory of France and her
military leaders in the war struck a

popular note by a kindly reference tc
^ Marshal Joffre, whose visit as a memberof the French Military Missior

was recalled. None showed keenei
appreciation of this compliment to his
countryman than Marshal Foch.

Dr. Bntler'a Address.

"It would be as unfair as ungracious,'
Dr. Butler said, "to fail to speak of oui
debt to Marshal Joffre, whose calm, sure

judgment of men quickly selected Foci
for the most responsible command anr
hurried him to it. When the history o
the war is finally written it will b<
known to all men how greatly the alliec
armies are in debt to Marshal Joffre foi
his wisdom and his insight in choosing
those who were to bear high responsi
bllity in the armies under hio com
mand." Dr. Butler's speech in full fol
lows:
"To-night our society walks on tin

high places of experience and of enthu
Masni. At the very moment when th<
tried and responsible stutesmen of th<
world are in eager conference to searcl
for the foundations of a just and lastlni
peace that will relieve the civilized na
tions from longer carrying the stagger
ing burden of huge armaments on lam
and on sea, we assemble to greet thi

»v Commander in Chief of the allied ant
associated armies in the great war. 1
was by reuson of his genius that th<
conference at Washington has beer
made possible.

"If the startlingly few kilometers tlut
lay between Von Kluck's army and Pari
on September 5, 1914, had been traversedby the enemy; or if the armie<
of the Kaiser had broken through acrosf
the Yser to the Channel ports in Oetobci
of that year; or if the armies of IjUrientlorfhad separated the English and the
French fronts at Amiens in March and
April, 191S ; or if the heroic defence ol
Verdun had failed, we should not have
been gathered here, and there would
have been no conference at Washington,

Source of Victory.
"The center of political gravity would

have passed to Berlin, and the ideah
and tendencies to rule the next generationwould have been strangely dlf-
lerent rrom those in which wo hav<
confidence and faith. Ti)e imaginatlor
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falls back helpless from the effort to I

picture the world as it would have been i

under the domination of German mill- <

tarlsm, German imperialism, and Ger- 1

man materialism. The spirit of man 1

would have gasped helplessly for breath
in the poisoned air of what had once

been liberty and progress.
"How was the victory won? No less

an authority than Napoleon laid it down
that before all else, that which brings ;
victory is the character and conduct
of the chief command. It was not ihe!
Konian legions, 'adds Napoleon, which
conquered the. Gauls, but Caesar. It,
' as not the soldiers of Carthage that
made Home tremble, but Hannibal,
Without valiant and devoted troops.

'

without an almost indescribable spirit '

of courage and sacrifice, no commander
t; would have won he Great War. Rut
without a great commander, the war j
could not have been won.

"The wisest and most competent stuIdents of human warfare have long since
'

pointed out those qualities upon which
success in arms depends* The Roman
historian. Sallust, In writing of this con-

spiracy of Cataline nearly twenty ccn-

turles aco, uses words which might well <

have been written in 191$. 'For a long t.

time.' says auiiusi, nwrmi men

discussed the question whether success

'n arms depend- more on strength of i

body or excellence of mind, for before >

.on begin deliberation Is necessary; t

when you have deliberated prompt a.c- I

tion. Thus each of these, mind and t

body, being incomplete of Itself, requires r

the other's aid.' t
f

Filtered Contest as Theorist.

"The historian of long ago could not J

more accurately have described the k

characteristics of Marshal Foch and the
millionsof soldiers und?r his command.

Strong and brave they were in body;
fearless and Indomitable they were in
courage and In sacrifice; but above and
beyond that they wer inspired bv noble
ideals, and their cha.actors as well as

their bodies were the fit Instruments of
the will to win.
"The Commander in f'hief had psrhaps

never seen troops engaged in actual
combat before the early days of AuIgust, 1914. He had been a lifelong studentof the history and art of war, and
of those principles, morul and physical,
which lead to victory or which compel
defeat. He brought to the practical

it
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task of defending civilization against
most capable and well prepared foe tli
squipuK-nt of a theorist, of one wii
sees, who studies, who reflects, bi
whose seeing, whose studies, whose r<
'lection, have been to such purpose tht
.hey could be quickly translated int
iction so effective as to save a threa
med world.
"'Which are the best troops'." a.skc

Vlme. de Montholon at St. Helen
Those which win battles, .Madame,' r

lied Napoleon. 'The best troops hai
)een the Carthaginians under Hannlixi
;he Romans under the Sclplos, the Mcc
lonians under Alexander and the I'm
dans under Frederick the Great, id
nay, perhaps, equal my army in It.i
»nd that at Austerlitz, but certain
tone can ever excel them.' One wunde
what Napoleon would have added cou
ie have watched the ebband flow of tl
;ide of battle for the four long yea
:hat followed the invasion of Fran
mil the violation of the neutrality
Belgium in August, 1914.

JofTrc's Historic Order.

"There were supreme moments in th
jonfliet, and one of them came on th
mxious Sunday, September 6, 1914, wh<
:he invading hosts hud passed quick
icross the fair fields of Champagne at

tad reached the banks cf the Marne, :i

nost within eyeshot of the Paris that \vi

heir main objective. .Vlai-ahai Joffrc
liRtoric order to make a stand and tal
he offensive had been issued on the ev

ling of September 4. The world held i
ireath as the retreating troops turned
ace the enemy.
"flen. Foch was In command of tl

Cinth Army at the very centre of tl
tattle front and exposed to most de

[
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i perate attack. What must have been f!
le the feeling of Marshal Joffre when he P

u received Gen. Koch's famous despatch:;
s- 'My centre is giving way. my right is
lt falling back : all Is going well; I am at- p

j° tacking.' This despatch marks a great 1

historic event and will be remembered
.,1 >vith the Venl, vidi, vici of Julius Ciesar. S1
u. The genius of the student of war In- si
e- spired the commander on the field of t)
.e battle and victory was snatched from de- S'

it, f» at. Kroin that moment, while the final h
c- result was often and long in doubt, the! tl
s- war was never lost for the Allies,
e "Fi( Ids of battie that listened to the 1
ly nmping of millions of human feet and b
ly to ihe unceasing roar of artillery he- 1

r vond all precedent had been for nearly u
hi two thousand years the scene of eonUeflicts, each one of which seemed more o
rs important, indeed more momentous, n

<?e than the other. Over this ground Cae- fof.-ar anri Ariovistus had fought: then t
Clovls the Frank and Attila the Hun: a

then Edward III. of England and
Charles V. of the Holy Roman Empire: t

at then Marlborough and Eouis XIV.; then J
Napoleon and Wellington. Here at r
Chalons the Huns had been stopped. .
X...- u V..UU11 me Aiiiiiire UI V.1H1II- I,
magne had been divided Into the parts v
'.hat were to be the beginnings of the | .

nations of modern Europe.
*;' "Here at Vnlmy 'he armies of the hs Revolution beat bnrk the Duke ot ..{e Brunswick and his trained soldiers from

beyond the Rhine. Here once more on
,s Meuse and Alsne and Sonime and Mai ne,t0 over the plains of Champagne anil the

fair ground of Picardy and Artcis, the w
le age old conflict was to be fought, but t<
le this time on a scale so massive and P
s- with results so terrible that every t..n5
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ict that had preceded seemed Mke the be*
lay of children. tur

pre
The Will to Victory. tj,,|

"This is neither the time nor the sol
lace to review the history of the war. prt
'his Is the time and the place to roe&ll sa>
dose qualities of nitnd and heart, those ..

raits of character and those fruits of 0f
tudy that by their concentration 'n u |egl
ingle human form produced the leader .)0i
tat won the war. Marshal ?och him- to
elf as professor of the Ecole de Guerre tjir
ad been teaching the profound truth the
tut not physical force alone but char-
eter, strength, of will and the rot.vie- Spl
ion that victory was not only possible oh
ut certain wore the chief elements of ihn
uccess. All this he illustrated to the bai
trnost. vvh
"Whether ;n command of a division or pr<

f a corps or of an army, or as Com- am
lander-in-Chief, it was always the fro
ame personality, the Fame charactcrls- cot
les, the same knowledge and impcrti.rb- thf
ble high purpose that were revealed
"It would be as unfair as ungracious wl
o fall to speak of our debt to Marshal fet
offre, whose calm, sure judgment of mi
rten quickly selected General Koch for Fo
nost responsible command and hurried sue
liiri to it. when the history of the Ul:
pr is finally written, it will be known,' of
o nil men bow ;?rcntly the r.Illed armies! is
re in the debt of Marshal Joffre fori of
Is wisdom and his insight in choosing (3e
hose who were to bear hish rcsponsi- Un
llity In tlie armies then under his
ommanil. y0l
"The victory has been won, and the wo
orld is still with puzzled air con- ths
inplatlni; its effects. While one ffreat his
roblem lvas been solved, let us hope '

mover, a hundred new prohb mis have |'a<
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1921.
;n raised up to vex us and to disbthe even course of prosperity ant

Kress. Precisely the same qualities
it won the w.-ir will be needed t«
ve the problems of peace and tc
(serve the peace won at so huge a

:rlflce of life and of treasure.
The war has taught us many lessons
importance, and not the least is thf
son that even in war it is the 1mlderablecthat count. We are pointed
higher standards and nobler Ideal
in those furnished by the flesh ot

flesh pots. We are pointed to a

irlotism which is too fine and to*
endld lo be imperialist. militarist 01

auvinlst. ami to a character m firii
it it will not be shaken from it?
»e by winds of false doctrine, b;
laperlngs of sedition, or by the opei
aching of the gospel of disconten

il disorder. All this we have learnec
im the war and l'rotn the life ant
iduct of rhc commander in chief 01

allied armies.
"It war the fortune of Marshal Foeh
th the warm approval and most f
tlve cooperation of the General corn

inding the American Expeditionary
ret s. General Pershing, to become tin
cesser of George Washington ant
rates S. Grant as commander in oh|e|
the American arnwes >n the field. Hi
therefore to us no longer Marsha
Franeh alone, but one who lias brer
nernl commanding the armies of th«
ited States in tlie field.
'Ladies and gentlemen, I present tc
i our distinguished guest. I find no
rds more suited to his presentation
in those with which he himself opens
notable 'Eloge do Napoleon':

' 'Si le prestige de ce nom a conquis
Irriration flu monde. il » > n molnt
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certain que son eciat grandit, a mesure
que le recul du temps pvrmet de mesurer
I'ampleur de ia taehe aeccmplie'.Ferdl- J
nan Foch, Mareehal de France I"

The Marshal's Rm|iuii<ir.
Marshal Foch in response, spoke '

briefly of the unity of the ullie<l com-
mand. and told of the faith of the'
French people in America, when the
American army began coming over tj
France. He said:

"First they came over in hundreds. m

then in thousands, then in tens of thous-
nnds and in the last six months they
come over at tho rate of 300.000 a
rr onlh.
"When I telegraphed your President

that 1 must have 100 divisions by June
1. 1!»1 s, your President replied 'you
ii.iII have 100 IMll0M by June 1. 19)8. I
and as many inor>- thereafter a- > u »

' may need.' j ^"Nothing in the history equalled the
way the American troops crossed a eoniincutand an ocean to rescue liberty.
"So surely as we have understood each

other In the past, v.c shall understand
each other in the future. We may ant
live toother as one nation, hut we s II
live together as one great family."

A 111 onK (lie Citicwlw,

Among those tit the dinner were R. .V.
Smith, K. H. Outerbridg Sir Kus:ieeFiennes, (lo\ emor-General of tin

leeward Islands; Qtn, George K. Djrtr, JA Barton Hepburn, Grover A. Whalen, A
James W. Gerard. .Melville K. Stone, I
Darwin 1' Kingsley, Frank A. -Munsey, 5
'apt. C. T. Vogelgesang, U. S. X.: Gas- J
ton Liebert, Consul-General of France; ]J iles J. Jusserand, French Ambassador; jli iuncey M. Depew. William MHIigan I
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sioane, pmidmt of the American Academy:Frederick CunJiffc-Owt n, Chail* -i

M. SVhwab, Maurice Cazenuve, French
High Commissioner; H. Gloster Arm-iong. British Consul-General; Hear
Admiral Jurnt.j II. Gletuion, I'. S. A.;
August BHmont, Paul D. Cravath.
I'rederlck H. Allen. Otto H. Kalin, M<[ ougrUIIlttwkes, William X Prender?ist, Fx-Gov. Charles X. Whitman.
Samuel W. Fairchild. POerman A. Mets:,
William H. Willcox and others.
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